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Control. We just want to make sure it
is done right, in the most efficient, ef-
fective way for the kids.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control has indicated schools can
operate safely with students in the
classroom, yet many schools across the
country remain closed.

President Biden has chosen to side
with political allies and big labor
groups over scientists, and our stu-
dents are being denied their right to a
good education as a result.

Kids need to be in school, and we
should follow the science and reopen
the schools for in-person instruction
now.

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘“‘no’’ on the
previous question and ‘‘no’’ on the un-
derlying measure, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
league. Nicely done.

First, on the gun bills, of course, we
are all respectful of the Speaker pro
tempore’s courage and the experience
that she has had. For those of us who
have had family members who have
lost their lives because of gun vio-
lence—my dad is buried over at Arling-
ton. He is a combat veteran from World
War II who, a little over 30 years ago,
took his own life.

As we know, the tragedies of homi-
cide, as the Speaker pro tempore
knows personally, and losing a loved
one, as I know from losing a loved one
to suicide—suicide is two-thirds of the
total of people who die—both are awful.

All we are trying to do, at least in
my mind, is listen to the research, lis-
ten to the examples of other developed
countries and other States, and imple-
ment public health policy. It informs
us that if we do it, we will save lives
and injuries, and we will save billions
of dollars that all of us pay for.

All of us respect the Constitution. We
took an oath to it. All of us respect the
Second Amendment. We might not
have all agreed if we were there, but it
is the law. The courts have allowed us
to implement these laws, and they
work.

I really don’t understand, and maybe
it is because of my own personal belief
and also from my experience as a city
council member, a mayor, a member of
the California Legislature, and now in
Congress, why we don’t follow the re-
search and the evidence that it saves
lives, out of respect for all those people
who have lost their lives to gun vio-
lence.

Then, on the PRO Act, as a former
member of a Teamsters union, that job
helped me to get through college when
my dad had lost his job. I loaded
trucks. It was that union that provided
me protection and enough for myself
and my coworkers.

When I moved to San Francisco, I
didn’t have any money. I got a job in a
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hotel restaurant business, and I was in
that local. Then, I was able to save
enough money to go open my own busi-
nesses.

There have been some comments that
somehow this bill would hurt small
businesses. The reality is that people
organize in environments where their
employer is not treating their employ-
ees appropriately.

We know the inequality that Ms.
DELAURO talked about, this historic in-
equality that is strangling our country
and hurting so many working Ameri-
cans, destroying the middle income
that we have all benefited from, that
opportunity to move up and to give to
our kids something better than we had.
That is the legacy of this country, and
labor unions are a big part of that, and
entrepreneurs and individual business
owners are a big part of that. But it is
the balance between these two.

As John Kenneth Galbraith said a
long time ago, and he wrote a boring
book about this, but it is interesting:
Wages and capital have to have coun-
tervailing institutions. They have to
balance each other.

As my friend from Minnesota said, it
is a balance. Right now, after 50 years
of attacks, starting with President
Reagan, the working people in this
country don’t have the voice they once
had. That not only hurts them and
their kids; it hurts all of us.

When you have a robust middle class,
and you have workers represented ap-
propriately and proportionately, the
country grows; there is more money to
spend in businesses like mine; and
there is a camaraderie, having team-
work. A good employer knows that,
whether they have a unionized work-
force or a nonunionized workforce.

Your employees are what make your
business work. That is what gives you
goodwill. That is what Americans took
s0o much pride in, in the 1950s and 1960s,
after World War II, after we had come
to the great country we were after
World War II, with a middle class that
no one has ever seen on this planet.
Since then, we have eroded that middle
class.

The one most important thing to im-
prove our economy is to give working
Americans a voice. Let them join to-
gether. Let it be fair. A good employer
will respect that and work with that.

As Eisenhower said, as I quoted in
my opening, only a fool would try to
keep a working American from orga-
nizing into a union.

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote
on the rule and the previous question.

The material previously referred to
by Mrs. FISCHBACH is as follows:

AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 188

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 19. Immediately upon adoption of this
resolution, the House shall resolve into the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 682) to encourage local educational
agencies to resume in-person instruction at
elementary and secondary schools, and for
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other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Education and Labor. After general debate
the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. All points of
order against provisions in the bill are
waived. When the committee rises and re-
ports the bill back to the House with a rec-
ommendation that the bill do pass, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit. If the Committee
of the Whole rises and reports that it has
come to no resolution on the bill, then on
the next legislative day the House shall, im-
mediately after the third daily order of busi-
ness under clause 1 of rule XIV, resolve into
the Committee of the Whole for further con-
sideration of the bill.

SEC. 20. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 682.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time, and
I move the previous question on the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Madam Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 842, PROTECTING THE
RIGHT TO ORGANIZE ACT OF
2021; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 8, BIPARTISAN
BACKGROUND CHECKS ACT OF
2021; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 1446, ENHANCED
BACKGROUND CHECKS ACT OF
2021; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on ordering
the previous question on the resolution
(H. Res. 188) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 842) to amend the
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